prepares, 
for fall : 


SGA 


President 


computer Science major, parked 
the Bronson Hall SGA-sponsored 
parking space without receiving a 
ticket. 

Now White has received two 
consecutive tickets for parking ina 
reserved spot and does not 
understand why. 

“I kept hearing that the SGA 
vice president was angry at me be- 
cause I kept parking in his space,” 
White said, “but as far as I knew the 
spaces that were supposed to have 
been raffled off to students in the 
Spring were not assigned and so 
anyone could park there.” 

However, Chief Ron Parker of 
the campus police said that two ve- 
hicle descriptions were turned in on 
Sept. 18, belonging to the president 

and the vice president of the SGA. 

The posted SGA-sponsored 
parking is now the SGA reserved 
parking. 

However, the senate was not in- 

-volved.in this decision. SGA Presi- 
dent Jeff Strozier said, because the 
officers have certain executive lee- 
way powers, they were able to give 
themselves the privilege of reserved 
parking. 

* “SGAs at other universities 
have reserved parking for their offi- 
cers,” Strozier said. 

White, who said that he would 
be happy not to park in the space 
again, has already begun the process 
of appealing the tickets on the 
premise it is not a ticketable offense. 

The raffle for the spaces was 
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Michael White, sophomore computer science major, was troubled to 
find that Ben Thomas, SGA vice president, was angry at him for 
parking in the SGA-sponsored parking spots. 


canceled because of low turn out, 
said former SGA vice president 
Brad Bowen. 

Bowen was in charge of the raf- 
fle for the Fall 2001 and Spring 2002 
semesters. 

The raffle was sponsored by 
SGA as a way to get students 
involved with Volunteer Day and to 
raise money for local charities like 
the Philadelphia Center and the Hos- 
pitality House. 

“The $20 that was raised in the 
spring 2002 semester was given 
back to the students,” Bowen said. 

Before the raffles, the SGA 
sponsored parking spaces were dis- 
tributed by a random selection of 
those that voted in the SGA elections 
over the phone. 


Editors note: 

On Tuesday morning, Oct. |, 
the SGA parking signs were 
removed from the campus parking 
lots. 

According to Chief Ronald 
Parker of the campus police, the de- 
cision was made by the campus po- 
lice and the Vice Chancellor of 
Student Affairs Dr. Gloria Raines, 
that the signs be taken down because 
of students arguing over the owner- 
ship of the spaces. 

“We will reassess whether the 
spots are even neccessary,” said 
Raines. 

“When they have an auction or 
raffle like they’re supposed to, then 
the spaces will be reinstated,” Parker 
said. 


Doris Kearns 
Goodwin visit 

angers some in 
Faculty Senate 


by 
Matthew Morris 


The Faculty Senate has rec- 
ommended that Doris Kearns 
Goodwin be asked to address the 
issue of plagiarism when she vis- 
its the LSUS campus on Oct, 24. 

A special meeting of the 
Faculty Senate was called on 
Sept. 30 to allow faculty to 
discuss concerns they have had 
over the historian’s invitation to 
speak as part of the annual Lin- 
coln Lecture series hosted by the 
American Studies Program. 

“She doesn’t represent 
LSUS standards,” said Dr. Jeff 
Sadow, associate professor of his- 
tory and social sciences. “We up- 
hold honesty, not fraud.” 

Goodwin admitted in the 
Jan. 27, 2002 issue of Time Mag- 
azine that passages from her book 
“The Fitzgeralds and the 
Kennedys” had not been properly 
cited. 

She was accussed of plagia- 
rizing passages from Lynne Mc- 
Taggart’s book “Kathleen 
Kennedy: Her Life and Times” 
for her 1987 bestseller by The 
Weekly Standard in December of 
2001. 

Dr, William Pederson, who 
extended the invitation to Good- 
win, was unable to attend the 
meeting but expressed his 
answers to faculty objections in 
an email in which he compared 
Goodwin’s actions to Thomas 
Jefferson’s borrowing ideas from 
Thomas Paine for the Declaration 
of Independence and accusations 
that Martin Luther King Jr. pla- 
giarized. 

“Perhaps faculty scholars 
will launch a crusade to exempt 
LSUS from observing the nation- 
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Freshman enrollment increases slightly as Student 
Affairs works on new retention, recruitment efforts 


by 
Curtis Drayden 


LSUS freshman enrollment 
reached just over 500 students for 
the 2002 school year. 

According to admissions and 
records, in 1999 the freshman enroll- 
ment was 463, in 2000 it was 470, in 
2001 it was 496 and in 2002 it is 
501. 

A recent report states that by 
the Board of Regents the freshman 
retention rate for first time, full-time 
freshmen jumped from 47.1 percent 
in 1999-2000 to 58 percent in 2000- 
2001, 

According to Robin Huskey, di- 
rector of institutional research, the 
enrollment numbers include both 
part-time and full-time freshmen. 

However, only the full time stu- 
dents will be used in calculating the 
2002-2003 retention numbers. Of the 


501 freshmen, 464 were first time, 
full-time students. 

Even with the slight increase in 
retention, current retention programs 
are still in place and more are being 
planned. 

“Student Orientation and Regis- 
tration (SOAR) seminars for fresh- 
men are offered,” said Paula Atkins, 
assistant director to the student 
development and counseling center. 
“The students that attend these orien- 
tation seminars have a higher rate of 
retention than those that do not.” 

According to Atkins, the goal of 
the program is to try to help the stu- 
dents adjust to college life from high 
school. 

“We counsel them to make sure 
they are on the right track,” Atkins 
said. “We provide early registration 
for classes. We encourage the fresh- 
men to interact with other first year 
and current LSUS students.” 

“Each freshman is given a 


SOAR handbook with the goals of 

the program outlined in them,” said 
Paula Lewis, director of the student 
development and counseling center. 

Freshman Focus, another reten- 
tion program, sets students up with a 
mentor. 

Freshmen meet with 
upperclassmen who will monitor and 
provide guidance for them during 
their freshmen year. 

The goal is to help the freshmen 
adjust quicker to the college atmos- 
phere and to make sure that they are 
on the right track. 

During the year, the mentor will 
make referral to campus labs (writ- 
ing, math, computer, language, etc.), 
Psychology 100 and other classes. 

“What it boils down to is that 
the student that feels involved and 
takes pride in the school activities 
probably will stay. Those that do not 
feel involved and do not develop a 
sense of pride probably will not 


stay,” said Atkins. 

_Another program designed to 
help with retention is Early Alert Re- 
ferral (EAR). 

The referral system allows any 
professor who sees a student in trou- 
ble academically to contact the coun- 
seling center so that the directors can 
counsel the student and get help. 

The Student Success Series pro- 
gram targets increasing a student’s 
achievement. All students who 
receive an LSUS-based scholarship 
must participate in the program. 

It is open to all students, fresh- 
men to seniors, asa resource for in- 
creased achievement, motivation and 
retention. 

The first year focus is on 
adjustment to college. The second 
year focus is on personal 
development. The third year focus is 
on career development, The last year 
focus is on citizenship and commu- 
nity services. 
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The Almagest Letters 
Policy 


The Almagest requests your reactions through Letters to the 
Editor. Letters should be typed and double spaced. Please include 
your class and major field of study. Letters should be submitted to 
the Almagest office, BH 344, by 5 p.m. on the Friday preceding 
the Thursday publication date. Obscene, libelous and anonymous 
letters may not be printed, The Almagest reserves the right to edit 
letters. 


JOIN US! 
We need reporters and 
cartoonists. 
Come by BH 344 
Call 797-5328 
Email almagest@pilot.lsus.edu 


From the editors 


@ The editors, sans Matt, 
speak out about 
involvement on campus 


Comprised of differing opinions and views, The Al- 


magest staff is dedicated to presenting the facts of stu. 
iA ah 


dent life. ers : 
However, it is important for students to realize that 
behind the scenes of the student paper is more than just 
the flattering opinion of Mathew Morris, editor in chief. 

Behind each story idea are eight avenues in-which 
to pursue it. Behind each issue are eight opinions to de- 
fend or discredit it. anette 

By logical conclusion, this staff is but a core sample 
of what is the potential for LSUS. Not for the campus it- 
self, but for the growth of its students from a passive 
pack of generalized wanna-bes to directed, active profes- 
sionals. For this reason, we, the staff cannot believe the 
complete lack of student response or involvement. 

Just from the eight of us are spawned so many ideas 
that the Almagest office is literally never at a stand-still. 
The Almagest staff can't possibly be the only people in 
this school with ideas or opinions. 

So where are all the students? More importantly, 
where are all your ideas? You give complaints out like 
the Green Party hands out fliers but rarely any possible 
or viable solutions, 

This campus is run by the fact that there are too 
many followers and not nearly enough leaders. Com- 
plaining and not offering any suggestions does not do 
any good other than to incite others to complain. Com- 
plaining without action makes for empty demands. 

No one realizes that the reason this school remains a 
commuter college is because students allow it to stay that 
way. It boils down to the self-fulfilling prophecy by 
which the infamous complaint, "There is nothing to do 
here," results in literally nothing to do on campus. 

But the prophecy can work in the opposite direction 
as well. If more people get involved, more activities will 
be offered. Hell, it's your money. What do you want? If 
you don't get involved, your $90 is paying for someone 
else to have fun. Think about it, ask questions and do 
something 

There are numerous student organizations in this 
school. If you don't find one that suits you, make one, 


Ten people and an idea are all you need to be approved 
by the Student's Organization Council. 

On a more personal note of complaints, many say 
the content of The Almagest could be better. It's natural 
for individuals to desire entertainment. 

Entertainment is for televisions and comic books. 


Useful information, hardened truths and facts are the 


prdper guts for a newspaper. The stories presented in our 
publication are ones which must not go unread. These 
stories are relevant, not entertaining. Although we do re- 
serve room for entertainment news, our job is not to en- 
tertain but to inform. 

Then again, if it would increase student involve- 
ment, may we suggest two words - Jell-O wrestling. No 


~ this is not to be sexist; this is a tactic to get students ac- 


tive at LSUS. Sound like fun? Well, the week that this 
crazy event takes place the Almagest will be there to 
cover it, but don't freak out if it doesn't make the cover. 
Our job is not to put 100 percent entertainment content in 
the paper. We are not here just to give you what you 
want but what you need. We spoon feed you information 
about LSUS to make you "aware" students. Mix what 
you need to know with what you want to know — it 
builds character. And so does Jell-O wrestling. 

The wrestling idea, while just a joke, is an example 
of just how far fetched activities must go just to incite or 
excite some students. We know that some of your hopes 
rose at the mention of wrestling in a batch of the straw- 
berry flavored dessert, but without your input to the Stu- 
dent Activities Board or any other student organization 
which might considering sponsoring an activity that 
would peak your interest, activities like this will never 
come to be. 

If people who complained would channel that ener- 
gy into new ideas or suggestions, the world would be a 
better place. Two words sum this up: GET INVOLVED. 

Or should it be Jell-O wrestling? 


Jennifer Knafla, managing editor 
Allison Burns, assistant editor 
Chris Alexander, production editor 
Dominic Claiborne, photo editor 
J Willoughby, entertainment editor 
Candice Leone, associate editor 
Michael Scott, graphics editor 


fs lL 2 fe? i By ee 
e)i7' Rea) rin ne 
Clarifications 
This week Matt gave the other editors the task of writing the editorial. They worked together, debating different topics and each giving their input. What 
they came up with is the editorial found above. We asked Michael to draw a cartoon of the other editors like the one he drew of Matt, in which each of their su- 


per powers would be expressed. It’s fun. 


In last week’s editorial, we said that the vice chancellors never left their building to mingle with students. The day of publication, Dr, Stuart Mills, provost 
and vice chancellor of academic affairs, joined Dr. Gloria Raines, vice chancellor of student affairs, in her usual visit to the Student Government Association 
Senate. He explained his position on common hour and provided new ideas for handling the problem of meeting times for SGA, including telling them to meet 


at a different time. He’s right. 


-mm 
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Letters to 


America: 

What is America? America is the dominant country of this century and of last cen- 
tury. America saved Europe in World War I and led the force that stopped fascism in World 
War II. 

But what does it mean to be an American? Americans are unique, and we believe in the 
most important principles that any country has ever believed in. 

We believe in democracy. Another profound principle we believe is our First 
Amendment, which establishes the freedom of expression. 

Despite the numerous great things America can be proud of, there are plenty of things 
that our government has done in other countries that we as Americans should be ashamed of. 

Our government supports the oppressive role Israel plays in Palestine, and it supported 
the oppressive Apartheid in South Africa. Our government also killed hundreds of thousands 
of civilians in Vietnam. But even before these things, our government killed hundreds of 
thousands of Indians. America is also responsible for the lives of hundreds of thousands of 
Africans and their enslavement. So why did the government stop doing these things? The 
citizens of this country stood up and took control of their country and stopped these 
injustices. 

Our executive branch has decided that Iraq has weapons of mass destruction and that we 
need to remove their leader through war. 

Is it okay to go to war with a country if you have no idea if the country is guilty or inno- 
cent? There has been no evidence to confirm either side of Iraq’s guilt or innocence. 

In fact, the only way for the world to know what Iraq has done is to send in weapons in- 
spectors, which have been absent from Iraq since 1998. So this leads me to this question: Is 
America willing to act unilaterally? Hell, no! We as Americans cannot allow our 
government to act in our names so aggressively. The repercussions could easily mean World 
War III. Many citizens side with the executive branch on this issue saying, “I’m sure our 
president and his administration have intelligence that we just have to trust.” This opinion is 
as UN-American as not having a real debate about war. 

I suggest that people who feel this way move to a country where oligarchy or 
dictatorship is the governmental system. America is not about allowing a few people to de- 
cide what is best for her. That, my friends, is oligarchy, which has a strong element of 
fascism. Stop this Administration! The foundation we are built on is at stake. 


Quinton Bell 
Sophomore History Major 


I am writing in response to the article in the September 26 edition of the Almagest 
regarding seeking a new venue for commencement. The Student Affairs Staff works each 
commencement ceremony, assisting Admissions and Records in the behind-the-scene organi- 
zation of the event as well as distributing programs and ushering. It is apparent to all of us 
who work the event from beginning to end, and who are out among the audience, that 
commencement at Expo Hall has become a public relations nightmare for LSUS. 


Graduates as well as family and friends in the audience leave the event feeling 
disappointed and sometimes angry. Seating in the hall is such that, anyone sitting beyond the 
tenth row cannot hear and certainly cannot see much of what is going on. Many times, mem- 
bers of the audience have to stand in the back of the hall, due to lack of seating. 


Parents pay good money for their students to get a quality education at LSUS, only to be 
met with less-than-appropriate accommodations at commencement. Understandably, family 


members may arrive at the hall early to "save" seats for family members arriving later. Sever- 


al times this has resulted in confrontations between members of the audience. 


In addition, when audience members become upset, members of our staff have been 
cursed and even threatened. Not only does this take away from the dignity of the ceremony, 
but changes an event that is supposed to be celebratory into an event that is unpleasant and 
sometimes frightening. 


Further, Shreveport and Bossier City are "sister cities." When big-name entertainment 
comes to Century Tel, do Shreveporters boycott the event because it is in Bossier City? I 
hope not. We, as an institution of higher learning, should be above that sort of thing and 
demonstrate the strength of working together to make a difference. 


Finally, as an alumnus, in addition to a member of the Student A ffairs staff, I must 
strongly and wholeheartedly disagree with the Alumni Board. Whether or not it looks good 
to have a "full house" is absolutely NOT the issue. The issue IS about our students and their 


families. We owe it to them to provide a comfortable, pleasant venue for one the most impor- 


tant events in their lives. Our students MUST come first! 


Paula Lewis, Director 
Student Development and Counseling Center 
1980 LSUS Graduate 


the editor 


This letter is in response to another letter published last week concerning 
peace. The question posed was, “What is peace?” Peace to me is the state of liy- 
ing in the absence of war. But sometimes war is inevitable. 

As a member of the Louisiana Army National Guard, peace and freedom are 
well worth fighting and possibly dying for. Peace will never be handed to 
anyone on a silver platter; it requires fortitude and fighting to hold strong. 

I think the whole world needs peace, but how do we accomplish what seems 
to be a somewhat daunting task? 

We have rulers of particular countries today that do not want peace. Iraq in 
particular, has been a thorn in America’s side for over a decade. What has peace 
accomplished in this decade? 

Iraq has had the ability to create biological and chemical weapons. It is no 
secret that Iraq would love nothing more than to use these weapons of mass de- 
struction to obliterate the American people. Is this where peace has taken us? 

As a student, I believe that peace is the answer. The question I pose, “How 
do we get peace?” Is peace eared or do we just have to wait around to see if 
peace happens? 

If we do go to war with Iraq, then why would people oppose the war? It is 
true that soldiers will die, but isn’t that a soldier’s duty? I know about duty. For 
this country and military, I would be willing to put my life on the line in order 
for this world and country to be a better place. 

America is the greatest country of all. Where else do you have the absolute 
freedom to do what you want to do? Unfortunately, in my opinion, some have 
taken this freedom too far. In many foreign countries, you are dictated to and not 
given the freedom to do what you want to do. I love America, even though 
America has her faults, she is still the land of the free and home of the brave. 

Only the brave will stand up for this country and fight for the right of all 
Americans. Even those who oppose war, I and many others would fight for you. 
Yes, peace is what all want, but without war and without blood shed, peace will 
never be achieved. 

One comment the author of last week’s letter did say that I wholeheartedly 
disagree with “The war with Iraq is going to be vicious and hundreds of 
thousands of people will be killed.” This is not an accurate statement. During the 
Gulf War, only about 200 soldiers died, which was mostly friendly fire. 

With the technology and heart that we as soldiers display, we will win the 
war with Iraq and for this world, and America will be a better place. 

Don’t be afraid to want peace, but peace comes with a price. The price we 
have to pay for peace will be inevitable war. ' 

GOD BLESS AMERICA. 


Susan Halford 
Secondary Education Biology Major 
Louisiana Army National Guard 
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by 
Chris Ross 


Public Radio wants you. Red 
River Radio is looking for a few 
good men and women to help in 
their fundraising efforts this fall. 
LSUS students, faculty, or staff are 
encouraged to volunteer. 

This fall’s fundraiser begins on 
the morning of Oct. 16 and will last 
until they reach their goal of 
$273,500. The station has already 
raised $20,000 from previous donors 
through a successful direct mail pro- 
gtam and expects to reach their goal 
within seven to ten days from the 
start of the fundraiser. 

In the past the people from 
LSUS have played a significant role 
in helping Red River Radio reach its 
goals by volunteering to answer 
phones. Wendi Bryant, the station’s 
membership coordinator, emphasizes 
the importance of volunteers for a 
successful fundraiser. 

“We've greatly appreciated the 
tremendous support provided by 
LSUS students, faculty, and staff 
during each fundraiser,” Bryant said. 
“We still need phone volunteers for 
the upcoming fundraiser. Any group 
or organization that provides three to 
four volunteers will receive four on 
air announcements on the day of 
their choice.” 

Since Red River Radio is non- 
commercial it has to meet its finan- 
cial needs by a variety of resources. 
By far the most important resource 


Continued from pg. 1 


al MLK holiday,” Pederson said in 
his letter. “After all, why should an 
individual accused of plagiarism be 
honored at a university dedicated to 
protecting students from bad role 
models when an accusation equals 
proof in the minds of the plagiarism 
police.” 

Faculy expressed concerns that 
Goodwin's visit would harm the im- 
age of the university at a time when 
plagiarism is a serious issue at 


LSUS. 

“It's a problem of principle,” 
said Dr-Robert Leitz, professor and 
curator of the Noel Memorial 
Library. Leitz said he was offended 
by Pederson’s letter and he didn't 
approve of the “snobbery involved 
in trying to differentiate between 
[Goodwin] and students.” 

Dr. John Austin, president of 
the Faculty Senate, opened the meet- 
ing by saying that the key issues 
were the image of the university, the 
negative effect Goodwin's visit 
would have on the efforts to prevent 
plagiarism and the embarrassment 


The Faculty Senate works to resolve the wording of their resolution 
of disapproval of the visit of Doris Kearns Goodwin. 
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Greg Hill, operations director for KDAQ sits in the booth. KDAQ is 
looking for volunteers to help with fall fundraising efforts. 


is their listening audience; about 57 
percent of funding comes from lis- 
tener donations. 

Si Sikes, the station’s general 
manager, realizes the significance of 
audience listener donations. 
“Although the number of listeners 
who donate is less than 10 percent of 
our audience, we’re excited that this 
number has doubled over the last 
two years,” Sikes said. “More and 
more, listeners are realizing how im- 
portant their donations are, regard- 
less of the amount. Every dollar 


LSUS may suffer at having a guest 
speaker who has caused such contro- 
versy. 

“Where there’s smoke, there’s 
fire,” said Dr. Beverly Burden, asso- 
ciate professor of biological 
sciences. “LSUS doesn’t need any 
more smoky issues.” 

Dr. Helen Taylor, professor of 
English, said that the English depart- 
ment lectures students about plagia- 
rism and could use Goodwin's visit 
as an opportunity to bring up plagia- 
rism as an issue. 


Photo by Matthew Morris 


“We could use this for our stu- 
dents to talk about what plagiarism 
is and how we can avoid it,” Taylor 
said, 

Dr. Gloria Raines, vice chancel- 
lor of student affairs, said that the is- 
sue was one of freedom of speech. 
“This is a university,” she said. 
“Everyone has a right to speak.” 

Raines said that Pederson has a 
right to invite whomever he wants to 
speak. 

The Faculty Senate resolution 
is not binding, but rather a statement 
of the Senate’s position on 
Goodwin’s visit. Her invitation is at 


counts and is greatly appreciated.” 

About two years ago Red River 
Radio experienced a significant in- 
crease in the cost of airing their two 
most popular programs, Morning 
Edition and All Things Considered, 
from National Public Radio. 

NPR changed the pricing of 
each program from being based on 
the budget size of the station, to be- 
ing based on the number of people 
listening to each program. 

This new policy created a 100 
percent increase in the cost of airing 


the discretion of Pederson, the direc- 
tor of the American Studies program. 

Ashley Sanders, a sophomore 
political science/history major, was 
the only student to speak at the Fac- 
ulty Senate forum. 

She agreed with Raines that it 
was a matter of freedom of speech 
and that students would benefit from 
the Pulitzer Prize-winning author’s 
visit, “She has a lot to offer, despite 
what she did,” Sanders said. 

Sanders also said that the main 
purpose of Goodwin's visit was to 
share with students her knowledge 
as a presidential historian, not to 
make the university look good. 

“T didn’t like that some were 
more concerned with the image of 
the university than the benefits this 
would provide students,” said 
Sanders. 

Dr. Michael Leggiere, vice 
president of the faculty senate and 
history professor, said that 
Goodwin's reliablity as a historian is 
to be questioned. 

According to an article in the 
Feb. 23, 2002, New York Times, 
none of Goodwin’s other books have 
been called into question. When the 
problem surfaced, Goodwin had 
copies of the book that contained the 
etrors destroyed and replaced by edi- 
tions with corrected footnotes. 

Many professors said they did 
not feel it was right to try to judge 
Goodwin's right to speak according 
to the allegations against her, 

“It isn’t a question of truth but 
perception,” said Dr. Sura Rath, pro- 
fessor of English. “Perceptions are 
shadows. To disinvite her to protect 


KDAQ looks for fundraising volunteers 


these programs from the previous 
year. 

It will cost Red River Radio 
$124,000 this year to keep its two 
most popular programs on the air, 
and next year it will increase another 
$15,000. 

This increase was the second 
highest for NPR member stations in 
the country. 

Red River Radio will continue 
to make fundraising an exciting ex- 
perience for every volunteer and lis- 
tener alike. 

The fundraiser will include a 
variety of on-air guests from across 
the listening area, call-in shows, and 
live music. 

“Although fundraisers ‘across 
the country are notorious for being 
dull and boring, we work hard to 
make our fundraising entertaining 
and fun to listen to,” said Adam Gib- 
lin, the station's program director 
and host of the popular “No Cover” 
program that showcases local talent. 

This fall’s fundraiser goal of 
$273,500 will be met by making Red 
River Radio’s listeners realize their 
accountability to their favorite radio 
Station’s success. 

“Listeners are encouraged to 
give what they can; no donation is 
too small. Now they can even pledge 
online at our website www.redriver- 
radio.com,” said Sikes. 

Any organization or person in- 
terested in volunteering can call Red 
River Radio at 797-5150 for more 
information. 


Faculty decides to use Goodwin visit as a chance 
to address the issue of student plagiarism at LSUS 


Photo by Matth i 
Dr. Merrell Knig fen, dean ¢ On nb: 


eral arts, said bad examples are 
teaching tools 


students means nothing.” 

“Plagiarism is not a contagious 
disease students might catch from 
Doris Kearns Goodwin,” said Dr. 
Ron Byrd, professor of kinesiology 
and health sciences. 

Other professors argued that the 
very debate over plagiarism brings it 
into the campus agenda as an issue, 
and this is a good thing. 

Dr. Merrell Knighten, dean of 
the college of Liberal Arts, said that 
the visit should be used as a teaching 
tool and students could learn from 
Goodwin's mistakes. 

“T’ve never seen plagiarism 
brought into the forefront as it is 
here,” said Dr. Al Vekovius, dean of 
the college of sciences. 

Austin said that it would be im- 
portant for Goodwin to address the 
issue when she comes to the univer- 
sity.After much debate about proce- 
dural issues, the proposal to 
recommend she be asked to address 
plagiarism passed in an 8-to-6 vote. 
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Health and Physical Education asks 
for identification to enter facilities 


by 
Tiffany Johnson 


Yet another reason has surfaced 
for students to have their LSUS LD. 
cards. 

The Health and Physical Edu- 
cation building has recently 
tightened its policy on checking stu- 
dent identification cards to enter the 
building. 

Anyone who enters the building 
is required to show his or her I.D. in 
order to use the facilities and equip- 
ment housed in the HPE building. 

“A student LD. has always been 
required to enter the HPE building,” 
said Dr. Timothy Winter, chair of the 
department of kinesiology and 
health sciences. 

Winter said that the HPE build- 
ing’s facilities are a benefit for 
LSUS students and, therefore, 
checking student ID's will limit out- 
side patrons from using the facilities. 

LSUS students are allowed to 
bring one guest to the HPE building. 

Additionally, this semester the 
building will issue guest passes to 
students. The passes allow guests to 
use the building’s equipment even 
when not accompanied by a student. 


Photo by Chris Alexander 


Those who enter into the HPE building without |.D. will be promptly 
told to leave unless accompanied by a student with valid |.D. 


However, students often fail to 
take advantage of the luxuries asso- 
ciated with having a fully equipped 
gym on campus. 

“I did attend some 3-on-3 bas- 


Foreign language labs extend hours, 
International Club plans food fest 


by 
Clay Meyer 


Beginning Monday, Sept. 23, 
the foreign language audio and mul- 
timedia labs began offering extended 
lab hours. 

According to Dr. Lynn Walford, 
a professor of foreign languages and 
adviser to the International Club, 
there has been an increased demand 
for longer foreign language lab 
hours. 

Currently, more students are 
taking foreign languages at LSUS 
than ever before, she said. 

The lab hours are 7:30 a.m. to § 
p.m. Monday through Thursday, 
7:30 a.m. to 6 p.m. on Friday and 
10:30 a.m. to 6 p.m. on Saturday. 

In addition to longer hours, 
Walford said that the foreign 
language labs offer free tutoring, au- 
dio and multimedia labs and a 
collection of films in foreign 
languages that the lab attendants will 
copy for students who bring a blank 
video tape. 

These aids are offered in both 
French and Spanish. 

The International Club is anoth- 
er aspect of foreign languages at 
LSUS. 

The International Club meets 
twice a month allowing students of 
different cultures to come together 
and learn about those cultures. 

According to Walford, the In- 
ternational Club has some events 
planned for later this semester. 

In November, the club is plan- 
ning a foreign food festival. 

These foods will include inter- 
national foods from the different cul- 
tures of those individuals involved 
with the club. 


Photo by Dominic Claiborne 


Asha Thakur, senior computer science major, listens to a tape in the 
foreign language lab. The lab has extended its. hours and services 
this fall to enhance the opportunities for language students. 


The club is also teaming up 
with KDAQ later this month with 
their fundraising drive. 

In the future, Walford said that 
the International Club would like to 
have a dance festival that would in- 
clude costumes and multicultural 
dancing. 

Events like this are organized in 
an effort to integrate the different 
cultures on the campus. 

The foreign language labs and 
the International Club work together 
in helping the students understand 
the cultures that they are studying 
and interested in. 

Since, foreign languages are re- 
quired for many majors, the foreign 
language labs and the International 
Club can be helpful tools in under- 


standing both the languages and cul- 
tures. 

Chris Moore, a freshman unde- 
clared major, said, “The foreign lan- 
guage labs have helped me greatly 
so far this semester in understanding 
Spanish. Just being able to hear the 
phrases read in Spanish over the au- 
dio tapes is invaluable.” 

Moore said he would be inter- 
ested in joining the International 
Club, “I am interested in learning 
about different languages and the 
cultures that go along with them,” he 
said. 

For more information on Inter- 
national Club meetings and activities 
contact Walford at 797-5140, office 
BH 216. 


ketball games last semester, but be- 
sides that I have not had time to re- 
visit the HPE building,” said Faith 
Barbin, sophomore biology major. 
The HPE building houses an in- 


door poo! with a hydraulic lift for 
handicap use, a basketball gym, an 
indoor track, racket ball courts, an 
aerobic room and a weight room. 

Winter did note that most of the 
equipment ts not over two-years-old. 
He also said that he is looking into 
purchasing new equipment for the 
exercise and aerobic room. 

However, the majority of the 
equipment is purchased from the 
HPE building’s budget, which is 
generated by allowing outside 
groups throughout Shreveport to use 
the facilities. 

Occasionally the HPE building 
will receive equipment that has been 
donated, 

Students are encouraged to use 
the HPE facilities during scheduled 
hours. 

A student worker is always on 
duty to assist students with the 
checking out of equipment. 

If a student is unsure of how to 
work any machines housed in the 
HPE building, a graduate student 
assistant is on hand to teach the stu- 
dent how to use the equipment and 
also to assist in personal training 
needs. 

For more information on the 
HPE building call 797-5271. 


HAVEN’T TOLD 
YOUR FAMILY. 


www.shareyourlife.org 
1-800-355-SHARE 
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American Humanics teaches students leadership 
skills for work with non-profit organizations 


by 
Carla Seymour 


LSUS is currently the only uni- 
versity in Louisiana that offers certi- 
fication in American Humanics. 

According to the American Hu- 
manics brochures that can be found 
on the third floor of Bronson Hall, 
the American Humanics Program is 
a certificate program open to any un- 
dergraduate or graduate student, re- 
gardless of your major. It is a 
leadership and academic program 
that can provide students with the 
tools they need to have an edge on 
the job market while making a dif- 
ference in the lives of others, 

According to President Stacey 
Bass the program prepares students 
to do work with non-profit organiza- 
tions and is very successful nation- 
wide. 

For students interested in being 
involved with an organization that 
promotes community service and 
campus involvement, humanics 
could be the organization for them. 

The LSUS chapter recently 
participated in the Race for the Cure 
that was held at Mall St. Vincent in 
Shreveport. The club is currently 
taking volunteers to work for the 
Think First brain and spinal cord in- 
jury program that promotes wearing 
helmets at the Red River Revel 
through Oct. 5, said Bass at the last 
meeting, 

Each campus meeting held dur- 
ing common hour involves having 
guests speakers come from different 
non-profit organizations in this area 
asking for volunteers. 

According to the brochures on 
American Humanics, staying 
involved is what the program is all 
about. 

The program is also about en- 
hancing one's career. 
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Stacey Bass, president of American Humanics, helps get volunteers 
for commmunity activities, prepare students to work with non-profit 


organizations. 


To become certified in Ameri- 
can Humanics, the students must 
take certain curricula that 
complement their current major. 

This usually results in either no 
additional coursework or minimal 
extra coursework beyond the normal 
requirements in a major for gradua- 
tion. 

According to Bass, members 
are also required to come to regular 
meetings, participate in retreats, par- 
ticipate in internships, stay involved 
with campus events sponsored by 
American Humanics and stay 
involved with the local non-profit 
organizations. 

Among the opportunities 
offered with the organization is a 
yearly convention held by the 
national board. 

This year, the AHMI 
convention is to be held in Las Ve- 


gas, Jan. 2-4. It is three days filled 
with workshops and banquets that 
help to enhance leadership and man- 
agement skills in the non-profit or- 
ganization field. Last year, LSUS 
received two awards at the AHMI 
convention. 

According to Bass, the yearly 
convention is a perfect time for stu- 
dents to meet with other people from 
all parts of the nation, that are 
involved with the organization, as 
well as grow closer to the students in 
their local chapter. 

To join or for more 
information, visit Stacey Bass in her 
office on the third floor of Bronson 
Hall, or attend the next meeting on 
Oct. 1. The fees for joining the 
American Humanics Program are 
$25 per semester, and $17 for each 
summer term. All applications are 
due Oct. | for fall membership. 
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Career Center adds 
assistant director position 


Jennifer Carter recruits employers 
for job fairs, helps students write resumés 


Jennifer Carter directs students 
at the Oct. 1 Career Fair. 


by 
Dominic Claiborne 


Students visiting the Career 
Center will notice a new addition to 
the staff. 

Jennifer Carter, the new assis- 
tant director of the Career Center, is 
responsible for recruiting employers 
for job fairs, career counseling and 
helping students with resume writ- 
ing and interviewing skills. 


Photo by Dominic Claiborne 


Carter received a bachelor’s de- 
gree in business from Northeast 
Missouri State University, a bache- 
lor’s degree in computer information 
management from William Wood 
University and a master’s degree in 
higher adult education from Arizona 
State University. 

One of Carter's main goals is to 
improve student awareness of the 
career center. 

According to Carter, students 
today have an advantage when it 
comes to researching a potential em- 
ployer. 

“During my undergraduate 
years, I didn’t have the Internet as a 
means to research potential employ- 
ers and apply to jobs,” Carter said. 
“If a student wanted to research a 
particular company, he or she had to 
come to the Career Center and get 
whatever information they had on 
that company and hope it wasn’t 
outdated.” 

Director of the Career Center 
Brian Hirsch said, “ Carter has been 
a tremendous help.” 

According to Hirsch, Carter is 
responsible for the great response 
the center has received for the 
Career Fair. 

Both plan to work as a profes- 
sional staff to help students at all 
levels with career-related issues. 


by 
Angela Gehrls 


What does it take for a local 
band to get signed to a record label? 
According to lead singer/guitarist 
Adam Dale, lead guitarist Jackie 
Brock, bassist J.C. Eiland and drum- 
mer Trey McLemore of The Ameri- 
can Tragedy, it’s “a familiar sound, a 
band that can be compared to some- 
one people have heard before.” 

The reason that TAT hasn’t 
been signed yet, despite the release 
of two CDs, is mainly because it 
sounds like no other band. 

“We have too many changes 
and dynamics for most record labels 
to digest,” said Brock. 

Although the band’s influences 
include folk rock artist Glen Phillips 
(former lead singer of Toad the Wet 
Sprocket), heavy rock bands like 
Tool and Sevendust, and rap artists 
Dr. Dre and Snoop Dogg, TAT can’t 
be compared to any of them, even 
collectively. 

Dale describes TAT’s music as 
“intelligent rock.” Brock has joking- 
ly dubbed it “freedom rock of the 
new millennium.” 

One thing is certain—these 
guys can rock a crowd with their 
heavy grooves, mind-blowing guitar 
riffs and smooth and impressively- 
ranged vocals. 

TAT’s first cd “Pennies” sold 
1,000 copies on its first release and 
will soon be available again through 
the band’s website, www.theameri- 
cantragedy.com, which is about to 
receive serious revision, 

Brock said the new website will 
have more features than before, in- 
cluding photos from some of the 
band’s shows and biographies on all 
the band members. 

Visitors to the website will also 
be able to purchase and review 
TAT’s latest CD “the soundtrack. ..,” 
which was released in June. 

The quick-moving lyrics of 
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“Live Forever” can make a person 
dizzy. The melodic guitar and beau- 
tiful vocals of “30,000 ft. and Price- 
less” could make a grown man cry. 
And the tight bass and drum grooves 
of “Why Things Burn” pulsate with 
energy. 

Dale’s well thought out lyrics 
are the basis for the band’s songwrit- 
ing. 

“I'll write something pretty, 
then I'll bring it to the rest of the 
guys and they'll make it cool,” he 
said. “Each member plays a part in 
making the songs as good as they 
are.” 

In addition to helping create 


beautiful music, Dale is also a biolo- 
gy major at LSUS. He plans to stay 
in school until either he graduates or 
the band gets a record deal. 

Eiland and McLemore are cur- 
rently focusing all their attention on 
the band, 

“I went to BPCC for two 
semesters right out of high school,” 
said EBiland, “but music is what I re- 
ally want to do.” 

McLemore also attended BPCC 
for a year after high school, but he’s 
been playing drums since he was 
five, “That's what I know best,” he 
said. 

Brock does a lot of networking 


in the local music scene, He has his 
own production company Intense 
Entertainment, which he uses to 
bring talent to Northwest Louisiana. 

“It’s important to. make connec- 
tions in the business,” Brock said. 
“We're friends with a lot of bands, 
and we all support each other.” 

TAT doesn’t participate in any 
“battle of the bands” contests, how- 
ever. 

Eiland said, “It’s too much ofa 
popularity contest, and the best 
bands are usually the ones who end 
up losing.” 

“It’s all a public display. Too 
much politics,” Dale said. “Besides, 
Built For Speed usually enters, and 
they'd kick our butts. They are a 
force to be reckoned with.” 

In addition to BFS, TAT is a 
huge supporter of other area bands, 
such as Zack the Rookie, Inka Gold 
and Face Plant. 

So how did TAT come up with 
its name? 

“A Friend of Adam’s actually 
thought of it,” Brock said. 

“She was sitting in this class, 
and the teacher was lecturing,” said 
Dale. “The teacher said, ‘This is 
called the American Project’ and my 
friend said ‘Sounds like an American 
tragedy to me.’” When Dale heard 
the story, the name stuck. 

The recording of “the 


fy soundtrack...” 
iy Was a long and 

|} grueling process 
‘' for TAT, taking 
longer than anticipated to complete. 

But Dale said their third ed is 
turning out to be exactly the way 
they wanted it. 

TAT’s third ed is tentatively ti- 
tled “From Guitar Strings to Biolu- 
minescence” and is scheduled for 
release sometime in April 2003, 

“Tt’s going to have more 
changes and dynamics than ever be- 
fore,” said Brock. 

Theed is expected to include 
songs titled “Sky Swimmer,” “If 
This Is Beauty” and “Out of Focus,” 
some of the band’s favorite songs to 
play live. 

Also look for a new TAT t-shirt, 
designed by McLemore, in the near 
future. The best way to find out 
more about TAT is by going to one 
of their shows, because playing live 
is what they do best. 

“Everything's much heavier 
and faster at our shows,” said Dale. 
“We'll make people jump up and 
down, scream, sing loud and go 
cr ” 


As for the record label, all four 
TAT members agree, “Our goal for 
finding a record label is artistic 
integrity, because we play what we 
want to.” 


Red River District: Bring your I.D. 


by 
J, Willoughby 


Having lived in Shreveport for 
about five years now, I've noticed 
that the night-life in this town seems 
to be in a constant state of metamor- 
phosis. 

That doesn't necessarily mean 
metamorphosis ina good way like a 
butterfly. When it comes to bars 
and clubs, nothing seems to hang 
around long. 

Though it's rare, occasionally a 
night spot pops up that is both origi- 
nal and fun. Unfortunately, whether 
it's good or bad doesn't seem to mat- 
ter, and soon it too will likely be 
closed and another plain-Jane 
watering hole will arise to take its 
place. 

Thus the night life in this town 
goes from bad-to-good-to-worse. 


But, fear not; there is a light at 
the end of the tunnel. No, it's not 
Heaven, but close. 

Though it has taken years of 
planning and development, down- 
town Shreveport has finally opened 
the Red River District. 

In case you have been living 
under a rock, the Red River District 
is Shreveport's answer to Dallas’ 
Deep Ellum. It may be a small an- 
swer, but it’s an answer none the 
less. 

A large section of downtown 
has been dedicated to providing 
Shreveport with contemporary, orig- 
inal fun. That's right— fun! Just 
below the Texas Street Bridge there 
now lies a plethora of grown-up es- 
tablishments. 

There are restaraunts that cater 
to the hungry, such as Mac Arthur's 
Chop and Crab House which 
specializes in — you guessed it -- 


chops.and crab. 

There are bars that cater to the 
drunks, such as Wet Willies, which 
offers up a variety of frozen 
alcohol-laced concoctions 

There are even some establish- 
ments that cater to hungry drunks, 
such as Chits (sounds like sh...well 
you know), which provides a vari- 
ety of Americanesque — Tex-Mex — 
cuisine and a decent sized bar to 
boot. 

Though families are welcome 
at the restaurants, youths unaccom- 
panied by an adult are discouraged 
after-hours on weekends. 

Therefore this waquld be the op- 
timum time for those who are out to 
enjoy an adult beverage or two, or 
three for that matter. 

However, if you are under 21,1 
wouldn't even try it. 

The Red River District is all 
about that silly 21 and up law, card- 


ing you at every turn. 

I not only had to show my LD. 
upon entry into "the district," but 
also at every new bar and/or restau- 
rant entered, regardless of the fact 
that | had numerous stamps on my 
hand confirming my age. 

It might be easier to just tape 
it on my chest. (NOTE-If you really, 
and I mean really, want to give ita 
shot, try sneaking in through the 
Hollywood Casino parking garage.) 

Probably the best thing about 
the new area is that it’s sectioned off 
to allow for pedestrian traffic only. 

This drastically decreases the 
odds of you stumbling into oncom- 
ing traffic and spending the rest of 
your weekend in the emergency 
room. 

So next weekend when you're 
scratching your head wondering 
what to do, go downtown and give 
the Red River District a shot. 


Page 8 THE ALMAGEST October 3, 2002 
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LSU in Shreveport 
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Receive 3 or & credit hours in Humanities and Social Studies 
Courses Offered 

FOU 190 Washingles Political Areao 
AMST198 Amesican Studies Seminar 

AMST 298 American Studies Seminar 

AMST 398 American Studies Seminar 

POU 203 European Pulitics 

POU IPF Field Research in: Government Low 
POU 495 independent Study 

POU 695 lndependent Study 


Calendar 
of events 


All events are in the University Center unless otherwise indicated. 


If your organization would like to be featured in the calendar of 
events email us at almagest@pilot./sus.edu. 


Wed. Oct. 9 
12 p.m. 


Tues. Oct. 8 


10:30 a.m. 
SAB Meeting 
DeSoto Room 


7 p.m. 8 p.m. ’ 
Worship Service ZTA Meeting 
BCM Pilot's Room 


Webster Room 
6 p.m. 


ZTA Meeting 
Louisiana A & B 


Lunch/Devotional 
BCM 


Thurs. Oct. 3 


10:30 a.m. 
Bible Fellowship 
Pilots Room 


BHS Club 
SC 229 


SGA Meeting 
Webster Room 


BSA Meeting 
Red River Room 


12 p.m. 


9 p.m. 
Crossroads 
BCM 


7 p.m. 
Chi Alpha 
DeSoto Room 


Thurs. Oct. 10 


9 p.m. 
OF Apna Crossroads 
DeSoto Room BCM 


Fall Break 


No Classes 


Fri. Oct. 11 


Fri. Oct. 4 


SOC Meeting 
Webster Room 


Sat. Oct 12 


BHS Club 
Run Wild Field Day 
(Chimp Haven Site) 


10 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
Pioneer Day 
Pioneer Heritage Center 


Sun. Oct. 6 


4 p.m. 

TKE Meeting 
Webster Room 
6 p.m. 

ZTA Meeting 
Louisiana A & B 


Sun. Oct. 13 


4 p.m. 
TKE Meeting 
Webster Room 


6 p.m. 
ZTA Meeting 
Louisiana A & B 


